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TheSouthAfricanactivistandformerpresident NelsonMandela(1918-2013) helpedbring

anendtoapartheidandhasbeenaglobaladvocateforhumanrights.Hisactionslanded

himinprisonfornearlythreedecadesandmadehimthefaceoftheantiapartheidmovement

bothwithinhiscountryandinternationally.Releasedin1990,heparticipatedinthe

eradicationofapartheidandin1994becamethefirstblackpresidentofSouthAfrica.



Afterwatchingthevideosonexplanation

ofthechapterpleaseattemptthefollowingquestions.

Readthefollowingextractscarefullyandanswerthequestionsthatfollow.

Q1 10thMaydawnedbrightandclear.Forthepastfewdays1hadbeenpleasantly
besiegedbydignitariesandworldleaderswhowerecomingtopaytheirrespectsbeforethe
inauguration.Theinaugurationwouldbethelargestgatheringeverofinternationalleaders
onSouthAfricansoil.Theceremoniestookplaceinthelovelysandstoneamphitheater
formedbytheUnionBuildingsinPretoria.Fordecadesthishadbeentheseatofwhite
supremacy,andnowitwasthesiteofarainbowgatheringofdifferentcoloursandnations
fortheinstallationofSouthAfrica’sfirstdemocratic,non-racialgovernment. [CBSE2015]
(a)Whowerecomingandforwhatbeforetheinauguration?
(b)Whathappenedontheinauguration?
(c)Findoutthewordthatmeansthesame‘commencement’fromthepassage.
(d)Findthewordfromthepassagewhichmeans‘anopenspacesurroundbyslopingland’.

Q2Inlife,everymanhastwinobligations-obligationstohisfamily,tohisparents,tohiswife

andchildren;andhehasanobligationtohispeople,hiscommunity,hiscountry.Inacivil

andhumanesociety,eachmanisabletofulfilthoseobligationsaccordingtohisown

inclinationsandabilities.ButinacountrylikeSouthAfrica,itwasalmostimpossiblefora

manofmybirthandcolourtofulfilbothofthoseobligations.InSouthAfrica,amanofcolour

whoattemptedtoliveasahumanbeingwaspunishedandisolated.       [CBSE2014]

(a)Whataretheobligationsthateverymanhasinlife?

(b)Whywasitimpossibleforacolouredmantodischargehisobligations?

(c)Findthewordinthepassagewhichhassamemeaningas‘duty’.

(d)Awordsynonymouswithintentions’is………inthepassage.

Q3Iwasnotbornwithahungertobefree.Iwasbornfree—freeineverywaythatIcould

know.Freetoruninthefieldsnearmymother’shut,freetoswimintheclearstreamthatran

throughmyvillage,freetoroastmealiesunderthestarsandridethebroadbacksofslow-



movingbulls.AslongasIobeyedmyfatherandabidedbythecustomsofmytribe,Iwas

nottroubledbythelawsofmanorGod.ItwasonlywhenIbegantolearnthatmyboyhood

freedomwasanillusion,whenIdiscoveredasayoungmanthatmyfreedomhadalready

beentakenfromme,thatIbegantohungerforit.Atfirst,asastudent,Iwantedfreedom

onlyformyself,thetransitoryfreedomsofbeingabletostayoutatnight,readwhatIpleased

andgowhereIchose.Later,asa.youngmaninJohannesburg,Iyearnedforthebasicand

honourablefreedomsofachievingmypotential,ofearningmykeep,ofmarryingandhaving

afamily—thefreedomnottobeobstructedinalawfullife.”

(a)InwhatwayswasMandelafree?

(b)WhatkindoffreedomdidMandelayearnforasaman?

(c)Givethemeaningoftheword‘illusion’?

(d)Whatdoyoumeanby‘transitory’.

(takenfromCBSEandNCERTQuestionBank)


